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His hands a shining silver fountain force,
That runs, and rolls unmarking of its course.
No signs, no moistened tracts of earth betray,
Or its first flowing, or returning way ;
Though broke, in gathered globes it still appear*
And re-collects itself in rounded spheres.

None know its nature; whether, greatly born.
The noble fluid slow perfection scorn;
And ripe, and finished in itself, despise
Subliming sun-light, and maturing skies.
Or rather, if the sun's imperfect beam,
Leave it a loose, unripened silver stream,
A fluid treasure : whatsoe'er it be,
It boasts of uses of a high degree ;
A form less bright, by love inspired to wear,
Great Jove assumed to win the Grecian fair;1
When, in his arms the guarded nymph to fold>
He lost his godhead in a shower of gold.

But see the fact: a glassy tube prepare,
And from the vessel pump the grosser air:
The bottom let the silver lake supply,
Obsequious to the motions of the sky:
That so, when gathering showers in air depend,
The fluctuating metal may descend ;
And when the wanner, sultry heats advise,
The quick-emerging liquor may arise,
Possess the void, from every distance pass,
And leave, and fill all spaces of the glass.

The tube thus fixed, the conscious liquor tries,,
And tells before the temper of the skies :
In its bright face you certainly behold
The distant winter, and the future cold.
For when the mounting fluid upward tends,
And in the glassy channel high ascends;
Then comes the promise of serener days,           1

A brighter sun in purer aether plays,                  >

And laughing fields confess the summer rays.    )
But if the silver stream, by too great weight,
Swells much, and rises to the topmost height;
Then fade the withered herbs, the juices fly,
The plants grow thirsty, and the meadows die.

But when the breathing earth thin mists exhalei,
And murky smoke depends on heavy gales,
Or slowly sailing o'er the surface lowers,
The cause and nutriment of future showers;
Then from their height the ponderous liquids flow,
Sink down, and form a silver lake below.
1 Danae.